SECT. I.]      OP   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	99
How unmerited are the praises which have been
lavished upon it by its friends; praises, in which
even its enemies (not in general disposed to make
concessions in its favour) have so often been un-
warily drawn in to acquiesce !
Was it then for this, that the Son of God conde-
scended to become our instructor and our pattern,
leaving us an example that we might tread in his
steps 5 Was it for this that the apostles of Christ
voluntarily submitted to hunger and nakedness and
pain, and ignominy and death, when forewarned too
by their Master that such would be their treatment ?
That after all, their disciples should attain to no
higher a strain of virtue than those, who rejecting
their Divine authority, should still adhere to the old
philosophy ?
But it may perhaps be objected, that we are forget-
ting an observation which we ourselves have made,
that Christianity has raised the general standard of
morals; to which therefore infidelity herself now
finds it prudent to conform, availing herself of the
pure morality of Christianity, and sometimes wish-
ing to usurp to herself the credit of it, while she
stigmatizes the authors with the epithets of ignorant
dupes or designing impostors.
But let it be asked, are the motives of Christianity
so little necessary to the practice of it, its principles
to its conclusions, that the one may be spared, and
yet the other remain in undiminished force! if so,
its doctrines are no more than a barren and in-
applicable, or at least an unnecessary, theory; the
place of which, it may perhaps be added, would be
well supplied by a more simple and less costly scheme.
But can it be ?    Is Christianity then reduced to
a mere creed?    Is its practical influence bounded
within a few external plausibilities ?   Does its essence
consist only in a few speculative opinions, and a few
h 2

